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How to View PDF in Web Browsers 

https://pdf.wondershare.com/pdf-knowledge/view-pdf-in-browser.html 

Jun 05,2019 20:33 pm/Posted by Audrey Goodwin to PDF Knowledge 

PDF documents have increasingly become popular. A broad range of PDF document Readers have been 
developed but at times you may need to view PDF online using a browser. Many official documents often 
come in the PDF format and may pose a challenge especially when you have not installed a PDF Reader. 
Going online, Google PDF Viewer, for instance, can help open the document. There are a variety of ways, 
for example, using the Chrome PDF Viewer or the Firefox PDF Viewer can help you get what you need to 
be done. Google Drive PDF Viewer, i.e. PDF Viewer, Safari PDF Viewer are also helpful.  

 

How to View PDF in Chrome, Firefox, Safari and IE  

1. How to View PDF in Chrome PDF Viewer  

This browser always comes with an inbuilt PDF viewer that enables users to open the documents with 
ease. Replacement of this viewer with Adobe Acrobat or Adobe Reader is possible by the user after 
disabling the inbuilt PDF viewer. The following are the steps you can follow to view PDF on Chrome:  

 

Step 1: Open the Chrome Browser  
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Step 2: Navigate to the "Plug-ins". Select the PDF viewer from the list of options given and that's "Chrome 
PDF Viewer". You can now toggle the given option to enable the viewer. Click "Enable" to set Chrome PDF 
Viewer as the default PDF viewer on Google Chrome.  

Step 3: Right click on your document. Navigate to the "Open With" option and choose "Chrome PDF 
Viewer" from the drop down menu. You can also drag a PDF document direct into the browser, and it will 
open. Using this above outline method, opening a PDF document becomes easy. You can view a 
downloaded document directly using this method.  

2. How to Open and View PDF in Firefox PDF Viewer  

Mozilla Firefox is one of the most common browsers in use on virtually every computer. The Firefox PDF 
Viewer depends on add-ons to accomplish this task. Here is how you can get the add-ons ready to read a 
PDF.  

 

Step 1: Launch the Firefox browser. Navigate to the "Options" button and choose "Applications" on the 
top toolbar.  

Step 2: You can find the option "Portable Document Format (PDF)" window. From the list shows up, select 
"Preview in Firefox".  

Step 3: You can now select a file, right-click and choose Firefox from the option of "Open With". Your 
document is now open.  
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3. How to Read PDF in IE (Internet Explorer)  

Among the oldest browsers in use is the internet explorer. The IE PDF Viewer utilizes the Adobe Reader, 
Adobe Acrobat or Foxit Reader add-ons. Activating the add-ons through the following steps can help you 
get started on viewing your documents on the browser.  

 

Step 1: Open the Internet Explorer.  

Step 2: Click on Tools and then select "Manage Add-ons".  

Step 3: When window on add-on types appears choose toolbars and extensions. Choose the option of all 
add-ons and then select "Adobe PDF Reader" from the list of add-ons. Select and click the "Enable" button.  

Following these simple steps will land you on your document and then you can choose the option of 
making it a default program in case you always want to open PDF documents using IE.  

4. How to Read PDF in Safari  

At times it may be challenging when the Adobe Reader you have installed is not the latest. You can install 
the latest Reader that will automatically integrate its plugin into Safari. The Safari PDF Viewer can be 
activated through the following steps:  
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Step 1: Open the Safari browser.  

Step 2: Click on the "Preferences". From the new window that pops up, you can select security before 
selecting website settings. A list of available plugins appear and you can choose the "Always Allow" option 
on Adobe Reader plugin.  

Step 3: When these steps are done, the plugin will always be running and so allow you to view your 
documents using the browser when you want to. Besides the one time use you can make the opening 
direct by making Safari your default program for PDF.  
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