Break down of pen contest rules:
Beginner Beautiful Pen Contest

Entrant has made 20 pens or less.

Entry must be a ballpoint kit.

No alterations to kit.

Blanks may be cast, dyed, inlaid or segmented.

No decals.

No laser or CNC work.

The entry will be judged on fit, finish and eye appeal (aka “Wow” factor).

Intermediate Beautiful Pen Contest


Entrant has made over 20 pens.


Entry must be a kit pen.

Minor alterations ( i.e. closed ends, hidden clips, omission of centerband) are permissible.  Overly modified pens will be disqualified.
Blanks may be cast, dyed, inlaid or segmented.

No decals.

No laser or CNC work.

The entry will be judged on fit, finish and eye appeal (aka “Wow” factor).
Modified Pen Contest

Advanced Beautiful Pen Contest

The entry must be easily and immediately recognizable as a pen.

The entry may be a made with or without kit components.  
The entrant can use whatever tooling or process desired as long as the finished product is a functional, traditionally styled pen.

The entry will be judged on:

Fit – How well do the various parts fit together seamlessly?

Finish – Strive for flawless.

 Original and suitable use of material
Appearance – How closely does the pen resemble a “Classic” pen?  (Concept pens made to resemble models of items other than pens (trains, planes automobiles, etc. belong in the Freestyle Contest)

Writing comfort: Does the pen look comfortable to write with?

Durability: Does the design look like it would stand up against wear and tear?

Freestyle Pen Contest


Must be a functional pen.


Anything goes!

The entry will be judged on 1)Originality of concept, 2) Workmanship (fit and finish), 3)Functionality, 4) Eye appeal (aka “Wow” factor.)
Russ Fairfield Memorial Simline Challenge

Edible Pen Contest

