This is a contest where IAP blank makers can showcase their talents in a head to head competition with each other. The contest is open to “made” blanks of all kinds.  This contest will be for the making of a single blank of specified dimensions, not a pen. This contest is about the blank, not the stuff that gets attached to your beautiful blanks to turn them into pens, so we only want to see the blank (finished as it would appear on a pen).
Rule #5
The blank should be turned round and be between 2 inches (50.8mm)  and 2-1/2 inches (63.5mm) long and around 0.5” (12.7mm) in diameter. Longer blanks can either be cut to size for photos or you can crop the picture to show a two inch section of the longer blank (adhering to the photo guidelines below).
How to enter #2

The pictures should have the blank positioned horizontally on a plain solid color background and the pictures should be 960 pixels wide by 480 pixels tall. Rotate the blank in each of the four pictures so that all parts of the blank are visible in at least one of the pictures.  The blank should fill the picture as much as possible. No props are allowed. Resizing and cropping of your photo are allowed. Adjustments to make the picture “true to life” are allowed (e.g. color balance or exposure adjustment), but should be minimal. Adjustments to hide things or make the blank look like something it is not are not allowed. If there is dust or flaws visible in the picture then (a) retake the pictures after removing the dust / fixing the flaw (real world, not photoshop flaw removal) or (b) submit as is. Contest chair reserves the right to crop / resize photos to bring them into compliance with contest guidelines. If you are cropping a photo of a longer blank to meet the size limit, all photos must be of the same section of the blank. No picking the best section of each side of the blank to submit. Wrap tape around the blank at the ends of the area you are submitting to help you insure you take pictures of the same section of the blank in each shot.  The edges of the tape should be visible in the final photo.  You may only crop for length, not for diameter.
How to enter #3 – delete this rule

How to enter #4

All pictures should be submitted as jpg files with enough compression to keep each file size under 256KB. Email your four entry pictures and the required information (see below) to Bash11Blank@comcast.net. The following information is required:
a. The length and diameter of your blank

b. An Artist / Artisan / Craftsman / Blank Maker statement (If you call yourself something else not in this list, pretend your title is in the list.). This is your chance to sell your blank to the voters (200 word limit) and should help the voters understand what you did.

c. Your IAP user name and your real name.

d. Prize winners may additionally be required to submit a mailing address for prize delivery, but this is not required with the entry.

At the end:

All dates / times mentioned are South Florida time. Any questions or comments? Send an email to the above address, send a PM to Ed McDonnell or post a reply to this thread.
